


































































BACKGROUND SUMMARY FOR RESOLUTION  
PERTAINING TO 

 LOAN PROGRAM FOR RADIO EQUIPMENT PURCHASE 
 
 
 
 
 

 Various municipalities including Brown County, volunteer fire companies and EMS providers 

who furnish Brown County residents with law enforcement protection, fire protection and emergency 

medical services will have to purchase new radio equipment to use the county’s new public safety 

communication system.  The purchase will represent a significant capital expenditure for these entities. 

 The County Executive, the Department of Administration, the Department of Public Safety 

Communications and the Sheriff   propose the county borrow monies to fund the county’s own radio 

equipment purchases for the Sheriff and other “public safety radio user” departments. Additionally they 

propose borrowing funds to loan to various entities that provide public safety services to Brown County 

residents and must have access to the public safety communication system.  The entities borrowing 

funds will be required to repay the loans on the same terms as the loan made to the county.  The loan 

program will insure these entities have the radio equipment they need to access the new public safety 

communication system and provide their essential services to county residents. 

 The Department of Public Safety Communications plans to organize a volume purchase of the 

needed radio equipment to guarantee the county and the various entities obtain the lowest possible price 

on the equipment purchased. Entities borrowing from the county would participate in this buying 

program so the county will be assured the loan proceeds are used for the radio equipment purchase. 

 This resolution will have to be followed by a second resolution to actually authorize the 

borrowing of the funds from the Wisconsin Board of Commissioners of Public Lands. Borrowing from 

this agency does not involve the substantial transactional costs associated with general obligation bonds 

and the interest rates are quite favorable. The second resolution will include the required fiscal impact 

information. 

 














